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The meeting of the School Committee was held at 7:30 P.M. on Thursday, April 27, 2017 at the Central Middle School with the following members present:  D. Maurer, Chair; S. McCarthy, Vice-Chair; M. Christie, R. Meredith-Warren and N. Nial.  Also present were Dylan Oesch-Emmel, Student Representative, and Dr. Les Olson, Superintendent of Schools.
D. Maurer called the meeting of the School Committee to order at 7:30 P.M. 
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Action to Approve the Minutes of:
April 6, 2017 Regular Session

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the minutes of April 6, 2017. The motion was approved 4-0-1 with S. McCarthy abstaining.
C. Approval of Warrant

ACTION:  A motion was made by R. Meredith-Warren and seconded by M. Christie to approve Bill Warrant #17-19 in the amount of $$314,483.22 and Bill Warrant #17-19A in the amount of $14,444.50.  The motion was approved 5-0.  
D. Student Representative
Dylan Oesch-Emmel reported on the NEASC visit this Sunday, Awareness Day at the High School tomorrow and the Drama Club production of Fiddler on the Roof this weekend.    
E. Public Comment
None
F. Confirm Last Day of School
During the past year, school was cancelled four times due to inclement weather. Dr. Olson recommended the School Committee officially approve June 16, 2017 as the last day of school, which will be a half day for students and a full day for staff.

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. McCarthy to approve June 16, 2017 as the last day of school for this year.  The motion was approved 5-0.  

G. Approval of Elementary Science Textbook Series
Three years ago the Elementary Science Committee began to develop a local curriculum following the outline of the Next Generation Science Standards.  Upon the recommendation of members of this committee and Director of Curriculum David Ljungberg, Dr. Olson requested adoption of the McGraw Hill Inspire Science program for grades K-4.
ACTION:  A motion was made by S. McCarthy and seconded by M. Christie to adopt the McGraw Hill Inspire Science program for grades K-4.  The motion was approved 5-0.

H. Approval of Central Middle School Math Series
Dr. Olson reported that two math programs have been reviewed and evaluated over the past two years and supported the recommendation of Principal Chris Banos, Program Supervisor Karen Hamond and the Central Middle School math teachers to adopt the enVisions 2.0 math program for grades 5-8.
ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by N. Nial to adopt the enVisions 2.0 math program for grades 5-8.  The motion was approved 5-0.
I. Approval of Revision to Grade 5 Curriculum
With the retirement of the Grade 5 foreign language teacher, modifications that were approved in November 2015 and made to the Grade 5 curriculum this year have been re-examined.  Dr. Olson and Principal Chris Banos recommended approval to replace the Grade 5 foreign language exploratory program with a math enrichment/remediation program.
ACTION:  A motion was made by R. Meredith-Warren and seconded by S. McCarthy to replace the Grade 5 foreign language exploratory program with a math enrichment/remediation program.  The motion was approved 5-0.

J. Approval of 2017-2018 Student Handbooks
Dr. Olson reported that the only changes to be made to the 2017-2018 student handbooks will be directory information changes and recommended approval of the handbooks for 2017-2018.
ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the student handbooks for 2017-2018.  The motion was approved 5-0.  

K. Approval of Scholarship
Dr. Olson recommended approval of two $500 scholarships to be created to honor a senior male and female student from Stoneham High School who are scholar-athletes and exhibit outstanding school spirit in the classroom and on the athletic field.  These scholarships will be called the Spartan Spirit Scholarships.  The donor requested to remain anonymous.
ACTION:  A motion was made by R. Meredith-Warren and seconded by M. Christie to approve the Spartan Spirit Scholarships.  The motion was approved 5-0. 

L. Discussion of Crystal Apple Criteria
Chairman Maurer reviewed the criteria for Crystal Apple Awards and requested that the guidelines and nomination form be put on the school website.  The deadline for nominations is May 18, 2017.

M. Discussion/Correspondence/New Items

R. Meredith-Warren reported that she has been appointed both a board member and board president of the newly incorporated non-profit Stoneham Community Development Corporation, which has grown over the years from the initial grant the Town received from the Metropolitan Area Planning Council.
N. Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Olson reminded the Committee of the following dates:
Sunday, April 30 – Meeting with NEASC Visiting Committee (10 Year Evaluation)
Monday, May 1 – Town Meeting

Wednesday, May 3 and Thursday, May 4 – Middle School musical

O. ADJOURN
ACTION:  A motion was made by S. McCarthy and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to adjourn at 8:00 P.M.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call.
Respectfully Submitted

Les E. Olson, Superintendent of Schools
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