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The meeting of the School Committee was held at 7:30 P.M. on Thursday, August 25, 2016 at the Central Middle School with the following members present:  D. Maurer, Chair; S. McCarthy, Vice-Chair; M. Christie, S. MacNeill and R. Meredith-Warren.  Also present was Dr. Les Olson, Superintendent of Schools.
D. Maurer called the meeting of the School Committee to order at 7:30 P.M. 
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Dr. Olson requested adding Renewal of Medication Delegation Application to the agenda due to a change in personnel.  
ACTION:  A motion was made by S. MacNeill and seconded by M. Christie to revise the agenda.  The motion was approved 5-0.
C. Action to Approve the Minutes of:
July 26, 2016
ACTION:  A motion was made M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the minutes of July 26, 2016.  The motion was approved 4-0-1 with S. MacNeill abstaining.
July 26, 2016 Executive Session
ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the minutes of July 26, 2016, to remain confidential.  The motion was approved 4-0-1 with S. MacNeill abstaining.
Reclassification of Prior Executive Session Minutes
Dr. Olson recommended the release of the following executive sessions as no longer classified as confidential:

	2007
	July 12, July 26, August 14, August 23, August 30, September 11, September 27, October 11, November 1 and December 6.

	2008
	January 3, January 17, February 7, March 6, March 27, April 8, April 10, May 1, May 15, June 5, August 28, September 11, September 25, October 23, November 13.

	2009
	January 8, January 22, February 6, February 12, February 23, March 12, March 26, April 1, April 16, May 4, May 14, June 11, June 25, July 2, August 27, September 10, September 24, October 22, November 12.

	2010
	January 7, January 14, January 28, February 25, March 11, March 31, April 8, April 29, May 13, September 9, November 18, December 14.

	2011
	January 6, January 20, March 3, March 15, March 17, March 31, April 14, April 28, May 2, May 12, May 23, June 16, August 25, October 20, November 1, November 3, November 17, December 1.

	2012
	January 5, January 26, February 2, March 1, March 15, April 5, April 26, May 31, September 13, October 25, November 29.

	2013
	February 7, March 14, April 25, May 23, July 25, August 29, September 26, October 17, November 14, November 20, December 12.

	2014
	January 9, January 23, February 6, March 6, March 27, April 10, May 1, August 21, September 25, November 13.

	2015
	January 22, March 2, March 5, March 9, March 26, April 9, April 27, May 4, May 7, May 21, June 8.


ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the release of the executive session minutes as recommended by Dr. Olson.  The motion was approved 5-0.
D. Approval of Warrant

ACTION:  A motion was made by S. McCarthy and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve Bill Warrant 
#17-3 in the amount of $200,426.73 and Bill Warrant #17-4 in the amount of $495,377.43. The motion was approved 5-0.
E. Public Comment

None
F. Stoneham Police Chief and School Resource Officer
Chief McIntyre introduced Officer Ed Fucarile as the new School Resource Officer.  Officer Fucarile will start on Monday, August 29th and be based at the Central Middle School.  
G. Stoneham Recreation Department – Steve Angelo
Steve Angelo was present at the meeting to discuss programs and facility needs.  Chairman Maurer requested a more detailed proposal of the program and the facility needs of school buildings and fields.  
A discussion followed regarding available spaces in town, conflicts with youth groups and other town sport organizations, and the importance of intergenerational programs.
Dr. Olson also discussed the responsibility of current lighting at the Duff basketball court at the old Central School.  In 1995 it was installed by the Recreation Department and was to be maintained by the Recreation Department.  Mr. Angelo said he would maintain the park and regularly patrol the area to make sure the timer on the lights was working properly.  

H. Presentation – David Ljungberg, Director of Curriculum
David Ljungberg reported that over twenty new educators were welcomed to Stoneham and attended the Mentoring and Induction Program this morning.  He also discussed his entry plan that included the following:
· Review of School Improvement Plans, School District Plan and Professional Development Plan.  
· Discussion of curriculum assessments with administrators and principals.  
· Combining efforts with special education and general education.

· PowerSchool training for all staff, including technology and utilizing available tools.  
· PARCC assessment and implementation of on line testing.

· Technology integration 
· Effective use of standardized assessments and the training of staff

· Working with Math Coach and Looney Math consultants to insure consistency across the district.  
· Next Generation Science Standards

· Professional development offerings through SEEM Collaboration and Salem State Collaborative.
· Building a Professional Development website.  
· Working with Middlesex Partnership for Youth to address social and emotional issues and workshops for parents.  Social and Emotional support.  Met with Middlesex Partnership for Youth.  Excited about working with Resource Officer.  MPY will offer workshops for parents.
I. Presentation – Donna Cargill, High School Principal
Donna Cargill was present at the meeting to discuss the following:  Advisory Program and changes in Homecoming celebrations.
· Advisory Program new to the High School.  Students will meet in small groups with a faculty member approximately seven times throughout the year to discuss current subjects of concern.

· Changes to the Homecoming celebrations:  Because the weather has never cooperated since the move in 2002 to Thanksgiving eve, the celebration will be moved to a Saturday home football game in October and be held every other year instead of every four years.  A parade will include floats from all classes.  The bonfire and crowning of a king and queen will be eliminated.

J. Policy 6-15:  Teaching About Alcohol, Tobacco and Drugs
Policy 6-15 was presented for a second reading and Dr. Olson recommended approval of this revised policy as required by MGL Chapter 71 Section 96.
ACTION:  A motion was made by S. McCarthy and seconded by M. Christie to approve revisions to Policy 6-15.  The motion was approved 5-0.
K. Contract Approval – Director of Finance
Dr. Olson recommended that the Committee vote to approve the contract with Lauren Celi of Reading with a start date of September 6, 2016. 
ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve the contract with Lauren Celi for the position of Director of Finance.  The motion was approved 5-0.
L. Discussion – Charter School Ballot Question
Dr. Olson presented information on the charter school ballot question. The proposed law would allow the state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education to approve up to 12 new charter schools or enrollment expansions in existing charter schools each year.
A discussion followed regarding charter school net payments and state underfunding and aid cut to public schools, and the lack of representation with charter schools.  Chairman Maurer read the ballot summary and the following Massachusetts Teacher Association’s Resolution Against Lifting the Cap on Commonwealth Charter Schools:
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ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. McCarthy to support the Resolution Against Lifting the Cap on Commonwealth Charter Schools as presented by the Massachusetts Teachers Association.  The motion was approved 4-0 with S. MacNeill abstaining.
M. October Special Town Meeting
The Annual October Special Town Meeting will take place on Monday, October 7, 2016 at 7:00 P.M.  The Warrant will open on September 7, 2016 and the final date to submit articles will be September 21, 2016 at 4:00 P.M.

M. Christie requested that an article be submitted to dissolve the School Building Committee.  Dr. Olson will contact the Town Moderator.

N. High School Boiler Change Order

Dr. Olson recommended approval of Change Order #2 for a credit of $3,408.38 due to a change in the chimney liner.
ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve High School Boiler Change Order #2 in the credit amount of $3,408.38.  The motion was approved 5-0.

O. Renewal of Medication Delegation Application

Due to a change in personnel, a new application for Medication Delegation needs to be submitted to the MA Department of Health.  This certificate will allow unlicensed staff to be trained in administering epinephrine to individuals who have been diagnosed with a life threatening allergy and prescribed epinephrine.  Ann Marie Thistle has agreed to be the school nurse contact.

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the Medication Delegation application.  The motion was approved 5-0.
Discussion/Correspondence/New Items
S. MacNeill reported on upcoming events for the Substance Abuse Coalition.  
· District Attorney Ryan will host a Back to School Safety Day on September 10.
· September 20: A screening of “If Only” with producer James Wahlberg at Stoneham Theatre.

Superintendent’s Report
Dr. Olson reported on the following:

· Upcoming ALICE training and information sessions for parents, staff and students.

· Contract with Joslin Lesser (NV5) to hire Gabriel Stallions to serve as Interim Director of Facilities in the absence of Rodger Windt.  
· The School Committee is invited to attend the staff breakfast on Monday, August 29 at 7:45 A.M.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
None 

ACTION:  A motion was made by S. McCarthy and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to adjourn at 9:00 P.M.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call.  

Respectfully Submitted

Les E. Olson, Superintendent of Schools
DOCUMENTS REVIEWED:

Minutes: July 26, 2016
Bill Warrant 17-3
Policy 6-15
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WHEREAS, free public schools available to all students regardless of income, ability, 


need or English language proficiency are foundational to our democracy; and


WHEREAS, all of our students deserve high-quality public schools that teach the whole child, providing enrichment and addressing social and emotional needs in addition to core academic subjects; and 


WHEREAS, local accountability for our public schools is necessary to ensure that schools are responsive to the needs of their communities; and


WHEREAS, Stoneham is losing $846,031 to Commonwealth charter schools and public school districts across the state are losing more than $408 million this year alone – a loss of funds that is undermining the ability of districts to provide all students with the educational services to which they are entitled; and


WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools are often approved over the objections of a majority of community residents and their elected officials and are not accountable to local elected officials once they are approved; and


WHEREAS, Commonwealth charter schools often fail to serve the same proportion of special needs students, low-income students and English language learners as the districts from which they receive students and often use high suspension rates to drive out students they don’t want to serve; and


WHEREAS, the Commonwealth charter school system is creating separate and unequal opportunities for success; and


WHEREAS, lifting the cap on charter schools would greatly worsen the problems listed above and lead to a costly and divisive two-track school system;


THEREFORE, be is resolved that the Stoneham School Committee opposes lifting the cap on Commonwealth charter schools.









