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The meeting of the School Committee was held at 7:30 P.M. on Thursday, October 13, 2016 at the Central Middle School with the following members present:  D. Maurer, Chair; S. McCarthy, Vice-Chair; M. Christie, S. MacNeill and R. Meredith-Warren.  Also present was Dr. Les Olson, Superintendent of Schools.
D. Maurer called the meeting of the School Committee to order at 7:30 P.M. 
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Action to Approve the Minutes of:
September 22, 2016
ACTION:  A motion was made M. Christie and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve the minutes of September 8, 2016.  The motion was approved 4-0-1 with S. McCarthy abstaining.
C. Approval of Warrant

ACTION:  A motion was made by S. MacNeill and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve Bill Warrant #17-7 in the amount of $598,992.03. The motion was approved 5-0.
D. Student Representative
Dylan Oesch-Emmel reported on fall activities, including Homecoming and Halloween events, and the opening of the PowerSchool portal to students and parents, which has been very well received.
E. Public Comment
None
F. Robin Hood Partnership
Maura Donoghue outlined a newly formed school partnership with BJ’s for the 2016-17 school year.
G. Selectmen’s Policy on Submission of Warrant Articles
Dr. Olson noted that the new policy for timelines for the submission of warrant articles by Town boards requires their submission prior to the opening of the warrant by the selectmen.
H. Spring 2016 Assessment and Accountability Results
Dr. Olson presented an overview of the 2016 results, noting the lack of longitudinal data from the transition to MCAS to PARCC to the new MCAS. There are initial indications of growth in elementary mathematics and continued high performance by the High School on the traditional MCAS exam, which will continue through the spring of 2018. The High School and Central Middle School retained their Level 1 accountability rankings and the elementary schools are Level 2. The district will transition to computer-based assessments in the spring of 2017.
I. 2017-2018 Budget Goals – First Draft
Dr. Olson reviewed the first draft of the 2017-2018 budget goals which were not presented in any priority order. R. Meredith-Warren noted continued parental concern about elementary class size and the need for the expansion of bus routes.
J. High School Boiler Project Change Order
Dr. Olson requested approval of a Change Order from E. Amanti & Sons in the amount of $8,361.56 to furnish and install variable frequency drives on two circulator pumps.
ACTION:  A motion was made by S. MacNaeill and seconded by S. McCarthy to approve the High School Boiler Project Change Order in the amount of $8,361.56.
K. Revised Policies on Suspension and Expulsion – First Reading
Dr. Olson presented draft revisions to the policies on student suspension and expulsion which clarifies the primary role of the school principal, not the School Committee.  Students also have the right to continued educational services during a suspension or expulsion.
L. Superintendent Search Update
Rachel Meredith-Warren reported that she met with Mike Gilbert of MASC and presented draft copies of a Superintendent Search Questionnaire and a Superintendent Search Timeline.  Committee members will forward their comments to Ruth Cronin who will send them to Rachel. The need for additional meetings through January and February was noted.
M. Committee Correspondence

Shelly MacNeill noted the Stoneham Substance Abuse Coalition will have their annual recognition on October 21.

David Maurer reported on the work of the Technology Advisory Committee which will be conducting a survey of technology accessibility and needs.

N. Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Olson noted that a search has begun for a new Director of Facilities.
Dr. Olson summarized the incorrect assumptions aired at the last Finance and Advisory Board meeting which sought to blame the School Building Committee for the free cash reduction through reported overspending of the budget or late filing of warrants and audit information. The holdback is actually due to a timing issue with the Town’s final issuance of permanent bonds for the project.

In response to questions about election question #2, Dr. Olson summarized FY16 Department of Revenue reports which indicate that Stoneham received $1,614 per student in Chapter 70 funds but had a state aid reduction of $11,161 per charter school student.

ACTION:  A motion was made by R Meredith-Warren and seconded by M. Christie to adjourn at 8:55 P.M.  The motion was approved unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted

Les E. Olson, Superintendent of Schools
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