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COVID Update



New Pooled Testing Survey Results

Pooled testing is an opportunity to "batch" individual COVID-19 swabs together and 
test them as a group.  DESE now refers to this process as "routine COVID safety 
checks" to describe what we previously called "pooled tests.”

Pooled testing is most effective when we can screen as much of our population as 
possible. DESE recommends 80% or greater consent to test to optimize the 
program's benefits.

Survey Results

• 127 Staff responses, 586 Family/Caregiver Responses

• All 127 Employees who responded would Opt in, or about 28% of all employees

• 586 Parent/Caregiver Responses representing 943 Students; 61 said no

• Percentage of families/caregivers who would opt in = 883 students; or 37.5%

• Combined Employee and Family/Caregiver Opt ins:  36%



02 New COVID Testing Options to 
Optimize In-Person Learning



 Districts and schools participating in symptomatic and/or pooled 
testing may choose to continue those testing strategies and 
discontinue contact tracing and Test and Stay.

 Using their professional discretion, school health professionals may 
determine if specific situations warrant contact tracing. 

 As an additional resource, districts and schools that elect to make this 
change will be provided with rapid antigen at-home tests for all 
participating staff and students that can be used on a weekly basis.
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The New Option

 DESE and DPH recommend that districts and schools select 
this new option, and if they choose to implement it, they 
must notify their local boards of health. 

 Please note that this new option is only available to 
districts and schools that continue or start symptomatic 
and/or pooled testing. 

 Districts and schools that choose to maintain Test and Stay 
will continue contact tracing and will not be eligible to 
receive rapid antigen at-home tests. 
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CIC Health Support

 CIC Health will continue to provide staffing and 
logistical support for the testing program (both the 
original program and the new option), including 
program coordination and on-site specimen collectors 
as needed. CIC Health will also continue to manage 
consent and reporting processes.
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Will There Be Further Updates to the 
Testing Program?

 Both options will remain in place from January 31 
to April 22.

 DESE and DPH will determine if any updates to the 
program are needed beyond April 22 and provide you 
with information throughout the early spring.
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03 Summary of Options



Updated K-12 Testing 
Options (effective 1/31)
Discontinue contact tracing and 
Test and Stay <strongly 
recommended>

Original K-12 Testing 
Options 
Maintain contact tracing and Test 
and Stay

Symptomatic testing and/or 
pooled testing

Yes Yes

Test and Stay No Yes
Individualized contact tracing 
for in-school exposures

Not required Yes

Weekly at-home antigen 
testing (students and staff)

Yes, with initial shipment for 
participating staff during the 
week of January 24; initial 
shipment of at-home tests for 
participating students during 
the week of January 31

No



04How Will the At-Home Antigen Test 
Program Work?



How Will the At-Home Antigen Test 
Program Work?

 Districts that respond by January 21 will begin 
receiving tests for staff during the week of 
January 24 and tests for students during the week 
of January 31.

11



How Will the At-Home Antigen Test 
Program Work?
 Districts and schools that select the updated testing program 

will receive at-home antigen tests for all staff members who 
choose to participate and all students whose 
parents/guardians signify interest in participating by 
completing a brief opt-in form. 

 Schools and districts can distribute at-home tests to all 
participating staff and students regardless of vaccination 
status.

 The tests will be shipped to the district for internal 
distribution, and they are packaged in kits containing two tests 
per kit. 
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Kit Distribution and Use
 At-home antigen test provided: iHealth

 Participating staff and students will receive one 
kit every two weeks so that they can test 
themselves weekly.

 Districts and schools should maximize the utility 
of the at-home tests by determining which day of 
the week they recommend participating staff and 
students take the tests. 
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Results

 When an individual tests positive on an at-home antigen 
test, they will be asked to inform their school of the 
positive result. 

 Schools will not be required to report the results of at-
home tests to DPH, but districts and schools will continue 
to include positive at-home tests in their weekly testing 
reports to DESE. 
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More Information to be Shared with 
Staff and Families

 Letter to staff and families, including

Training information for at-home tests (video & 
paper) 

Information on reporting results

Opt-in forms for staff and students
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05 Update to Quarantine Guidelines



Discontinuing Individualized Contact 
Tracing

 Districts and schools that select the new testing 
program will discontinue individualized contact tracing. 

 As such, for these districts and schools, there is no longer 
the expectation that close contacts will be identified, and 
therefore, any potential in-school contacts do not need to 
quarantine. Instead, schools should shift their focus to 
monitoring symptomatic individuals. 

 DESE and DPH will soon update the “Protocols for 
Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios” guidance to reflect 
these changes. 
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06 Summary of Next Steps and Other 
Notes



Key Dates to begin new program during 
the week of 1/31

 By January 21, interested districts must submit intent to DESE. 

 During the week of January 24, districts that respond affirmatively to 
the survey will begin to receive tests for participating staff. 

 By January 28, districts will collect opt-in forms from interested 
families and submit request for at-home tests through CIC portal.

 During the week of January 31, districts will begin to receive tests for 
participating students. Once the district or school distributes these 
tests, it will discontinue contact tracing and Test and Stay. 

 After January 31, districts will order additional at-home tests on an as 
needed basis using the CIC ordering portal. 
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Mobile Vaccination Clinic

 Vaccination onsite mobile clinic has been requested for February
 1st, 2nd, or booster vaccination
 Ages 5 and up

 More details to follow


