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The meeting of the School Committee was held at 6:30 P.M. on Thursday, August 24, 2017 at the Central Middle School with the following members present:  M. Christie, Chair; R. Meredith-Warren, Vice-Chair; D. Maurer and N. Nial.  Also present was John Macero, Superintendent of Schools and Lauren Celi, Director of Finance.
Prior to the opening of the regular School Committee meeting, the Committee met with HMFH Architects for a review of their High School Facility Assessment and Alternates Study.

M. Christie called the meeting of the School Committee to order at 7:30 P.M. 
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Action to Approve the Minutes of:
July 26, 2017 Regular Session

ACTION:  A motion was made by D. Maurer and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the minutes of July 26, 2017. The motion was approved 4-0.
C. Approval of Warrant

ACTION:  A motion was made by N. Nial and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve Bill Warrant #18-2 in the amount of $437,409.76 and #18-3 in the amount of $294,279.20.  The motion was approved 4-0.  
D. Public Comment
Elle Simoni, the new Community Addiction Coordinator for the Town of Stoneham, was present at the meeting and introduced herself.  She looks forward to working with the Town and Stoneham’s Substance Abuse Coalition.

E. Donation
Mr. Macero recommended acceptance of a $700 donation from Light It Up Blue to be earmarked for the Occupational Therapists to purchase specialty chairs for their students.  
ACTION:  A motion was made by D. Maurer and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the donation from Light It Up Blue.  The motion was approved 4-0.
Mr. Macero recommended acceptance of a $2,000 donation from Target to help support Middle School activities.
ACTION:  A motion was made by N. Nial and seconded by D. Maurer to approve the above donation from Target.  The motion was approved 4-0. 

F. Housing Production Plan Steering Committee – member appointment
Included in the packet was a letter from Erin Wortman, Town Planner, requesting that the School Committee designate a member to serve on a steering committee for the Housing Production Plan to assist in inventory verification and community engagement strategies.
ACTION:  A motion was made by D. Maurer and seconded by N. Nial to designate Rachel Meredith-Warren to serve on the above steering committee.  The motion was approved 4-0.
G. Personnel Update
Mr. Macero gave an update on recent resignations and new hires.  Only a couple of positions remain to be filed in the Special Education area.
H. School Opening Report

Mr. Macero reported that New Teacher Orientation took place today with over 26 new staff in attendance.  Teachers will report back on Monday and opening day for students will be on Wednesday, August 30.  Building tours took place today and all schools are ready for opening.
I. DISCUSSION, CORRESPONDENCE, NEW ITEMS
D. Maurer requested future discussion on the field issues at Robin Hood School.

N. Nial reported that the PTO’s are requesting to place textile recycling bins at each of the schools as a pooled fundraiser. Once all plans are in place, it will be brought before the School Committee for approval.
D. Maurer requested that the Superintendent meet with PTO groups once a year.  Mr. Macero reported that he met with elementary PTO leaders in July will request to meet with the middle school group in the near future.
N. Nial announced that the elementary PTO’s will hold their second annual Trivia Night on Friday, November 22nd at the Woburn Elks.

M. Christie announced that 55% of the Class of 2017 graduated with honors.
J. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Mr. Macero reported on the following:

· Additional meetings with staff and community members

· School Attending Report – data report of students not attending Stoneham Public Schools.
· Colonial Park kindergarten update

· Meeting with Ed Doherty of StonehamBank regarding a literacy program for Central Middle School students.  Other partnering opportunities were also discussed, including a banking program for elementary students.  

· The possibility of purchasing two 15 passenger vans that will allow coaches to drive small athletic teams to games. It is anticipated that purchasing these vans would create a savings in the athletic transportation budget. The vans would be used for other groups in the schools, not just athletics, and will also look at the possibility of partnering with the Senior Center. 
· Meeting with Robin Hood Principal and construction crew regarding Oak Street detours.  MWRA will have a meeting for the neighborhood on Tuesday, August 29, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. to update them on the construction progress and timeline.  

· Met with Spartan Alumni Performing Arts group last week.

K. EXECUTIVE SESSION: Per MGL Chapter 30A, §21(a)(3) as an open discussion may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the Committee.
ACTION:  A motion was made by D. Maurer and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to enter Executive Session at 8:35 P.M., not to return to open session.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call.
Respectfully Submitted

John Macero, Superintendent of Schools
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