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March 23, 2017
The meeting of the School Committee was held at 7:30 P.M. on Thursday, March 23, 2017 at the Central Middle School with the following members present:  D. Maurer, Chair; S. McCarthy, Vice-Chair; M. Christie, S. MacNeill and R. Meredith-Warren.  Also present was Dr. Les Olson, Superintendent of Schools.
D. Maurer called the meeting of the School Committee to order at 7:30 P.M. 
A. Pledge of Allegiance
B. Action to Approve the Minutes of:
Screening Committee – Regular Sessions: January 19, January 23, January 24, January 25 and 
January 26, 2017.  
ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the minutes of the Screening Committee regular session. The motion was approved 5-0. 
Screening Committee – Executive Sessions:  January 19, January 23, January 24, January 25 and

January 26, 2017.

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve the minutes of the Screening Committee executive session, to remain confidential. The motion was approved 5-0. 

February 27, 2017 Regular Session

ACTION:  A motion was made by S. McCarthy and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve the minutes of February 27, 2017. The motion was approved 5-0. 

March 1, 2017 Regular Session

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve the minutes of March 1, 2017. The motion was approved 5-0.

March 6, 2017 Regular Session

ACTION:  A motion was made by S. McCarthy and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve the minutes of March 6, 2017. The motion was approved 5-0. 

March 9, 2017 Regular Session

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve the minutes of March 9, 2017. The motion was approved 4-0 with S. McCarthy abstaining. 

March 9, 2017 Executive Session

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. MacNeill to approve the minutes of March 9, 2017, Executive Session, to remain confidential. The motion was approved 4-0 with S. McCarthy abstaining. 

C. Approval of Warrant

ACTION:  A motion was made by R. Meredith-Warren and seconded by S. McCarthy to approve Bill Warrant #17-17 in the amount of $179,586.08.  The motion was approved 5-0.  
D. Student Representative
Dylan Oesch-Emmel was not present at the meeting. 
E. Public Comment
None
F. S. MacNeill Farewell
Members of the Committee thanked Shelly for her service on the School Committee for the past ten years.  Chairman Maurer presented Shelly with a gavel plaque and a chair with the Town of Stoneham seal.
Chairman Maurer called for a half hour recess.

The Committee returned to session at 8:15 P.M.
G. Public Hearing:  School Budget
Chair D. Maurer opened the Public Hearing for the FY18 Budget at 8:15 P.M.  

Dr. Olson noted that in accordance with MGL Chapter 71 Section 38N, a legal notice was published in the March 8, 2017 Stoneham Independent giving notice of this Public Hearing for the FY18 School Department budget.
The proposed budget, totaling $27,734,642 contains the following new items:

1. Provide 1.2 FTE additional High School STEM positions
2. Staff new High School Special Education Program

3. Provide additional ELL teacher

4. Provide new textbooks for consistent Grade 5-8 Math Program

5. Provide new materials for new K-4 Science Program

6. Increase Robin Hood psychologist and High School counselor positions

7. Improve High School accessibility issues

There were no public comments.
A final adoption of the budget will be on the April 6, 2017 agenda.

H. Public Hearing and Vote:  School Choice
Chair D. Maurer opened the Public Hearing for School Choice at 8:20 P.M.  

Dr. Olson stated that the Committee must vote on School Choice, as required under Massachusetts General Law Chapter 76, Section 12B(d), and recommended that the Committee vote to reject school choice for 2017-2018 due to the possible enrollment impact of the four housing projects.  
There were no public comments.

ACTION:  A motion was made by M. Christie and seconded by S. McCarthy to reject School Choice for 2017-2018.  The motion was approved 5-0.

I. Approval of Policy 8-9:  Nondiscrimination, Harassment and Sexual Harassment
Dr. Olson recommended approval of revised Policy 8-9 as presented at the last meeting.
ACTION:  A motion was made by S. MacNeill and seconded by R. Meredith-Warren to approve Policy 8-9 as presented.  The motion was approved 5-0.

J. Transportation
Dr. Olson outlined the option to extend our contract with North Suburban Bus Company for an additional two years through 2019.  Due mainly to no competition, the average increase for basic transportation is between 12% to 16% as opposed to 4.7% and 6% to extend our current contract for two years. Dr. Olson will sign the contract extension. 
K. Discussion/Correspondence/New Items

M. Christie announced that the SBCEF will hold their annual Trivia Bee tomorrow night, March 24th, at the Robin Hood School.
S. MacNeill announced that the Stoneham Public Library will present a three part substance abuse author series tonight, April 28 and May 19 at 7:00 P.M.
R. Meredith-Warren announced that she would be attending MASC workshops during the summer.

Chairman Maurer asked John Macero, who was present in the audience, to outline his transition plans.  Mr. Macero also added that he will be attending future School Committee meetings.  
Chairman Maurer stated that people in town are concerned with Chapter 40B Housing and asked if Dr. Olson could address the impact this could have on the schools.  Dr. Olson responded that there would be approximately 900 units in the four housing developments with the potential for 240 to 380 K-12 children, although not all would attend public schools.  If these numbers were spread evenly per grade, there would not be an impact on the schools; however, if a larger cluster of students moved to the Colonial Park district, there would most likely be a need to look at another redistricting.
L. Superintendent’s Report

Dr. Olson reported on the following:
· Kindergarten registration is currently on track at 130 and it is anticipated that it will reach 170 by mid-summer
· The School Committee is posted to meet with the Finance and Advisory Board on Monday, March 27 at 7:30 P.M. at the Town Hall

· The Youth Risk Behavior Health Surveys have been posted on our website.  Grade 8 is scheduled to take the survey in two weeks and the High School is scheduled in 3-4 weeks.  If parents have any questions or concerns, please contact my office.
M. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Per MGL Ch. 30A, §21(a)(2) – To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel – the future superintendent of schools.
ACTION:  A motion was made by S. MacNeill and seconded by M. Christie to enter into Executive Session at 8:35 P.M. not to return to open session.  The motion was approved unanimously by roll call.
Respectfully Submitted

Les E. Olson, Superintendent of Schools
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